THE BREAKDOWN OF KINGSHIP
Charles dissolved the Parliament. He imprisoned those who
had most offended, and particularly Holies, Valentine, and
Elliot, but offered them liberty on condition of good behaviour.
Some accepted—but among those who stood out and chose
imprisonment in the Tower was Elliot himself. Imprison-
ment didn't mean what it means now. He had all he could
want, saw friends, wrote, and did business; but the lack of
exercise told on him. He fell into a consumption and died in
the Tower nearly four years later, not before having seen to it
that his large fortune should be transferred to his sons, and
thereby be safe from confiscation.
The Organization of Revenue. The Government was
now free for the moment of the revolutionaries, and there was
no danger of revolution so long as Parliament was kept from
meeting, for the feeling had not sufficient strength in the country
to act spontaneously; it was only when the leaders of the
wealthier classes could act through their organized committee,
the House of Commons, that there was danger of active rebellion
breaking out. But mere relief from worry did not provide
money. The regular revenue of the Government, on which it
was supposed to carry on, had fallen by this time to be not
more than half the necessary expenses; for the customary rents
of the Crown, the products of the forests, wardships, fines, etc.,
all the bulk of the regular revenue, had continued to sink
heavily since the past century with the change in the value of
money, while the things for which the Crown had to pay had
become dearer and dearer for the same reason. How was the
gap to be filled ?
Three things were necessary: first, to have peace abroad;
secondly, to insist upon strict economy in administration—
and that meant loyal service and strong control; thirdly, to
obtain new sources of revenue.
As to the first, Charles's whole policy was now changing to
an avoidance of war in any form; as to the second, he had the
good fortune to have at his side excellent administrators. The
chief of these was Thomas Wentworth, an immensely wealthy
landowner from Yorkshire, who played a great part in the
resistance his class had offered to the Crown in Parliament—
he may be said to have been at one moment their leader.
Almost up to the moment of the Petition of Right this deter-
mined, energetic man, of the highest capacities, much the

